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Shortly afterwards a huge red flame- and a dense1 cloud
of black smoke shot up.
There were several causes for the unfortunate event,
The  conditions  of  the  take-off  were  unfavourable
because of a complete absence of wind, and, I believe,
even the occurrence at that time of a slight tail bree/c*
The damage to the auxiliary landing gear and its result-
ant dragging along the ground slowed down the plane
somewhat, and consequently it reached the end of the
runway slightly below the necessary take-off speed.
Captain Fonck told me that he could sense the trouble
but he considered it impossible to throttle down the
engines and try to stop the ship because, without power,
the plane would have got out of control and would
probably have run into the crowd.   Aeroplane brakes
were not in existence at that time-   The plane was not
seriously injured by landing after a short jump from
the edge of the field, but some of the tanks were
damaged and leaking petrol became ignited, probably
by contact with the exhaust tubes.   Captain Fonck and
Lieutenant Curtin succeeded in getting out of the
cockpit when the fire started.   They made every effort
to rescue the other two members of the crew, but the
flames soon forced them away.    Two fine men lost
their lives, and the ship was, of course, completely
destroyed.
When such an event takes place, there is usually a
well justified desire to find the exact cause of il and to
fix the blame. In this case, however, a single definite
cause could not be established. At that time we were
convinced we could take off with such a load, and later
proved it* Once in the air the plane had enough fuel
on board, and under the control of Captain Fonck